
Matthew 11:25-30 

Welcome to the third week of our series called bottom of the Ninth. I 

Last week Father Andrew shared with you in his homily that the bottom of the 
ninth was really all about hope. When you are down and you think your 
out, you are really not out at all!  

I don't have to tell you that life is hard. For a vast majority of us just 

making our way in the world and all that entails can be more than a little 

overwhelming.  

Financial concerns, health concerns. family concerns, employment concerns, 
relationships concerns - they all keep coming at us over a lifetime, 
challenging us, exhausting us, burdening us, and sometimes even crushing 

us, life is simply not easy -  `never has been -  never will be! 

 

Come to me all who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.\ 

Comforting words from Jesus in today's Gospel passage from Mathew. 
On the surface, may appear that Jesus is saying something along the lines 

of ,  “Come to me and  your problems will go away or come to me and 
you won't have to work as hard, or Come to me and life will get much, 
much easier ." 

Wouldn't that be nice?1Who wouldn't want that? But then in the next line of 
the passage, the one which adds a puzzling twist to what seems like a 

pretty straightforward comment from Jesus follows with " I will give  

you rest - Take my Yoke upon you.” 

Jesus seems to be saying, “Don't try to go it alone. Don't try to face the 
difficulties of life all by yourself.   Join yourself to me and it will make 
all the difference in the world. 

So what exactly does yoking ourselves to Jesus means?  

It means that we join ourselves to his attitude. 
It means that we join ourselves to his priorities. 
It means that we join ourselves to his mission. 
it means that we join ourselves to his journey. 



It means \we join ourselves to his way of seeing. 

It means we even join ourselves to his death and therefore, to his life his 

resurrected life, his incredible life beyond anything we can ever imagine 

The bottom of the ninth stands for Jesus was the Cross. 

We all know what he could have done.  He could have turned that whole 

thing around, but he didn't understand that there was a much more 

significant game that was happening.  There was a game he had been invited 

to play in God's field.  And he knew that it was the most significant 

opportunity of his life.   Jesus had a great comeback from the bottom of the 

ninth is resurrection\and accession Tinto his Fathers Kingdom 

\Wow! Now that is an awesome comeback. 

As people, we all love comeback stories. And you know what's so great? 

That the Bible is just chock full of comebacks stories Daniel and Moses, -

David. Peter Abraham, Ruth, Steven.  Jesus seems to specialize in these 

comebacks.  He seems to do such dramatic things in these comebacks and we 

love reading about them we love experiencing them. 

But here is something that we all know - If we just wanna be realistic for a 

moment. It doesn't always work out that way, not in our lives journey 

Our finances - things were going well then, the bottom fell out Job 

lost, foreclosure on my home, loss of car, bills not paid. My 

marriage - things aren't going well, it is over. You ran out of 

resources trying to take care of your parents. 

Maybe your bottom of the ninth is an emotional one -  you want to have 

children and it just isn't happening. 

Maybe you are single and you have invested years and years of your life 

into a relationship that ended, or maybe it is your health, and you are out of 

options.  



I had a lot of time on my hands and I asked God why did you throw me 

Away before I even got started? 1 was down/ But I prayed for an answer 

and I got my answer 

God gave me these afflictions so that I could better relate and connect to 

you my brothers and sisters when you would share with me your concerns 

and situations. 

(3) 

My personal Story 

My bottom of the ninth \vas when I was ordained on May 11, 2002 

I was working at a State Agency for over 30 years and during that time I 

took no sick time. I never missed a day of work.  

After I got ordained, 1 had a choice to take early   retirement at 62, and I did.  

I thought this would enable me to serve God more completely in a more 

suitable way and would allow me to devote all of my time/trying to be a 

good deacon/a good disciple.  

Well just after retirement I pinched a sciatic nerve which laid me up for 

months.  Got over that then I found out that I had cancer.  Got over that. 

Then I had hand surgery rerouting of a nerve.  Got over that. Then I had a 

heart attack and got over that 

 

When I would respond to you with the statement " I know how you feel" 

They are not just words. I do know how you feel. God has used me in my 

sickness to become a better person and to be a better minister to all of his 

children. God used me and he can use you. 

Every day is a new adventure a new challenge - life goes on.   My choice 

was to put myself into his hands/and let him guide or use me as he saw fit.  

The bottom line is that we should never give up. We have to keep on 

fighting.  Fighting is going to be something different for each of us because 

our circumstances are quite different.  
 



 

When things don't go your way, when things don't happen the way you 

want, when you feel like God didn't come through the way you prayed 

for remember you can still be used even when you lose 

God can still use you even when He doesn't remove you. When he doesn't 

remove you from the pain, when He doesn't remove you from the 

suffering, when He doesn't remove you from a loss.  God can still use you 

for great things. 

As important as finances and money and marriage and children are - the 

Kingdom is more important. God believes that he can use us even when we 

lose , even when he doesn't remove us from a circumstance or from a 

situation.  
- 

By our actions and how we live during the bottom of the ninth land even 

more how we live in the face of a loss determines if we get to be used and 

we get to choose Ito turn our darkest moments/into moments of light. 

In the First reading Paul tells us to keep the faith Never give up. 

Not Faith that God is going to bring you back every time 

No; Faith that God is going to tie a pretty little bow at the end 

of everybody's life  

What Paul is saying is that you could have absolute that if you are 

willing to be used by God He will use you. 

He will change your heart as he does and your actions will draw 

people closer to him, and you will receive his saving grace.  

I don't know what could be more significant in the life of a believer than that 

lit may not always be easy, but it will be worth it, maybe you will get to see 

the fruit of it 'Maybe you will get to see your name at a baptism story 

Maybe you will get to hear people come up to you and tell you what your fight 

and your finish and your faith has meant to them in their heart and in their 

relationship, with Christ  



“Come to me all who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 

rest, for my Yoke is easy and my burden light 

My Brothers and Sisters:  Our problems might not go away,' That's not it at 

all.  when we yoke to Jesus 

So here is the opportunity and we are going to end with this 1 Some of us 

who are in the bottom of the ninth moment right nowand some of us just 

took your last swing in the bottom of the ninth and you think it is over - that 

you have lost and the darkness of despair has set in challenge you to ask 

God to be with you, to help you make a decision right now 

What would it look like - just decide right now " God I want you to 

remove the darkness and the despair that I am in. I want you to help, but 

more than anything I want you to use me for your glory for our 

relationship and to draw people to you, because in the end God knows 

that is really what matters 

So here is what we can do together'. All of us can do this I. I am going to 

ask you in a second to just bow your heads and close your eyes as we do 

after the homily and pray in the silence of your heart -pray for yourself or 

pray for someone else who is going through a bottom of the ninth 

experience.  Pray for yourself and others even in their loss. 

May each of us in the Spirit by staying connected to our Lord, trusting that 

even the greatest difficulties in life are no match for the One who is Life.  

Ask God to give you the strength to fight for what you would fight, and to 

use you for his glory land to dispel the darkness in  your life. 



Today's message can be applied by any one and all of us 

because today is not just about being in the Bottom of the 

Ninth 

Today is about preparing for that moment when we are 

in the bottom of the ninth 


